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INTHECLAIMg 

Please amend claims 1-15, 21, 22, cmd 28-31 as indicated below. 

1. (Currently Amended) An illuminating waveguide assembly comprising: 
a waveguide that includes an elongated solid light transmitting body having: 
a first portion extending lengthwise along said body and having a light- 

transmissive surface, and 
a second portion extending lengthwise along said body, and 
a vehicle panel having an opening, said waveguide being positioned in said 
opening with said first portion being exposed at a front side of said panel and said 
second po rtion being located behind said panel: 

wherein said first portion has a first cross-sectional shape and said second portion 
has a second, conic cross-sectional shape which directs iniemally-reflected light towards 
said first portion such that the light is diffusely transmitted through said opening and 
out of said body via ^reii^ said light-transmissive surface, said second cross-sectional 
sh^e being different in shape than said first cross-sectional sh^e. 

2* (Currently Amended) The illuminating waveguide assembly of claim 1, 
wherein said first cross-sectional shape is conic, whereby said body has a compound conic 
cross-sectional shape. 

3. (Cnrrently Amended) The illuminating waveguide assemblv of claim 1, 
wherein said light transmitting body is made of transparent plastic. 

4. (Currently Amended) The illuminating waveguide assembly of claim 3, 
wherein the light transmitting body is made of acrylic. 

5. (Currently Amended) The illuminating waveguide assemblv of claim 1, 
wherein said second portion comprises a reflector. 

6. (Curraitly Amended) The illuminating waveguide assembly of claim S. farther 
comprising a reflective coating on said second portion. 



PAGE 5/13 ' RCVD AT 51312004 8:21 :25 PM [Eastern Dayflght Time] ' SVR:USPTO{FXRF-1/0 ' DNIS:872»306 * CSID:2485392214 ' DURATION (min-ss):04-04 



MAY-03-2()04 MON 08:05 PM FROM: JIM STEVENS 



FAX:2485392214 



PAGE 6 



U.S.S.N. 10/092,335 - 4 - May 3, 2004 

7. (Currently Amended) The iUuminatiiig waveguide assembly of claim 1, 
wherein said second cross-sectional shape has at least one focal point 

8. (Currently Amended) The illuminating waveguide assembly o f claim 7, 
wherein said second cross-sectional shape is parabolic. 

9. (Currenfly Amended) The illuminating waveguide assembly of claim 1, 
wherein said second cross-sectional shape is faceted 

10. (Currently Amended) The illuminating waveguide assembly of claim 1, 
wherein said first cross-sectional shape is semi-ciicular. 

IK (Currently Amended) The illuminating waveguide assembly of claim 1, 
wherein said first cross^sectional shape is recdlinear. 

12. (Currently Amended) The illuminating waveguide assembly of claim 1, 
wherein the light-transmissive surface of said first portion extends circumferentially around 
a first side of said body fiom a first angular location to a second angular location and 
wherein said second portion has a surfece that extends circnmferentially around an opposite 
side of said body fix>m said first angular location to said second angular location. 

13. (Currently Amended) The illuminating waveguide assembly of claim 12, 
further comprising a plurality of mounting flanges extending laterally away from said body 
at said first and second angular locations, wherein said wnv^ggide is attac hed to said 
vehicle panel via said mounting flanfyea . 

14. (Currently Amended) The illuminatmg waveguide assembly of claim 1, 
wherein said first and second portions extend fiom a first end of said elongated body to a 
second end of said elongated body. 

15. (Currently Amended) An illuminating waveguide, comprising: 
an elongated solid light transmitting body having: 

a first portion extending lengthwise along said body and having a first surface, 
and 
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a second portion extending lengthwise along said body and having a second 

surface; 

wherein said first surface is transniiasive to light and said second portion has a conic 
p arabo l k cross-sectional shape to thereby direct light internally reflecting off said second 
surface towards said first surface, with the reflected light being difiRisely transmitted out of 
said body through said first surfac et and 

wherein said first porti on and said second portion define the uppermost and 
lowermos t portions of said waveguide^ resnectivelY - 

16. (Original) The illuminating waveguide of claim 15, wherein said firet portion 
has a conic cross-sectional shape. 

17. (Original) The illuminating waveguide of claim 15, wherein said light 
transmitting body is made of transpaient plastic. 

18., (Original) The illuminating waveguide of claim 17, wherein said light 
transmitting body is made of acrylic. 

19. (Original) The illuminating waveguide of claim 15, wherein said second 
portion comprises a reflector. 

20. (Original) The illuminating waveguide of claim 19, further comprising a 
reflective coaling on said second portion. 

21. (Currently Amended) The illuminating waveguide of claim 15, wherein said 
conic parabolic cross-section shape of said second portion has at least one focal point 

22. (Currently Amended) The illuminating waveguide of claim 15, ^3vileIein said 
^aiS parabolic csross-sectional shape of said second portion is faceted. 

23. (Original) The illuminating waveguide of claim 15, vdierein said first portion 
has a semi-circular cross-sectional shfipe. 

24. (Original) The illuminating vvaveguide of claim 15, wherein said first surfecc 
of said first portion is rectilinear. 
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25. (Original) The illuminating waveguide of daim 15» vAerdn said first sur&ce 
extends ciicumferentially around a first side of said body from a first angular location to a 
second angular location and wherein said second sw&ce extends circumfeientially around 
an opposite side of said body from said first angular location to said second angular location. 

26. (OriginaO The illuminating waveguide of claim 25, further comprising a 
plurality of mounting flanges extending laterally away from said bo<fy at said first and 
second angular locations. 

27. (Original) The illuminating waveguide of claim 15, whwein said fiwt and 
second portions extend &om a first end of said elraigated body to a second end of said 
elongated body. 

28. (Currently Amended) An illimiinating waveguide comprising: 
an elongated solid light transmitting body having; 

a first portion extending lengthwise along said body and having a light- 

transmissive surface, and 
a second portion extending lengthwise along said body; aad 
me or more mounting features located proximate the intersection of said first and 
second portions of said light transmitting body, at least two of said mounting fcatura(g) 
features being spaced from each other and extending laterally away from said body; and 
ft. reflective coating on said second i Bortion eartew HIiiff oin^ wiferewrtallY frnm 
one of said mounting featnres to an other of said mif untlnp fi>a».ini>.. 

vrfieteui said first portion has a first cross-sectional shape and said second portion 
has a second cross-sectional shape which directs internally-reflected light towards said firet 
portion for transmission out of said body through said light-tmnsmissive suifece, said 
second cross-sectional shape being different in shape than said first cross-sectional sh^. 

29, (Currently Amended) The illuminating waveguide of daim 28, wherein said 
one or main mounting features are elongated flanges that are integrally formed with said 
body, said flanges extending lengthwise along at least a portion of said body. 

30. (Currentty Amended) An illuminating waveguide comprising: 
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an elongated solid light tiansmittiiig body having: 

a first portion extending lengthwise along said body and having a Hght- 

transmissive suiface, and 
a second portion extending lengthwise along said body; and 
ajtoraKtv of mounting fe atures each extending laterally away from said body 
from a distal end to a free enH- 

wherein said free ends of at least two of said mounting features are spaced from 
each other wifli said body being loc^t^ v^Hhin the space between said free endst and 
one or moye mounting feoftiros formed as a unitaqi portion of said be dyt 
wherein said fnst portion has a first cross-sectional shape and said second portion 
has a second cross-sectional shape which directs internally-reflected light towards said first 
portion for transmission out of said body through said light-transmissive surfece, said 
second cross-sectional shape befaig different in shape than said first cross-sectional shape. 

31. (Currently Amended) The illuminating waveguide of claim 30, herein said 
one or moyo mounting feature(s) are elongated flanges that are located proximate the 
intersection of said first and second portions of said body, said flanges extending lengthwise 
along at least a portion of said body. 
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